A Defence of the DoRrines of the H OLY 
TRINITY, and Incarnation Placed 
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C Hat there is Oe i: only True God, is moſt Frequently and | 
-Earneſtly inculcated in the H. Scripture in both Tefa- 
ments; yet doth the fame Scripture give the title of Ged 
to Three diſtin Perſons $ and to reconcile ſuch an 
Unity with ſuch 2 Trinity, is the preſent endeavour of i 
many pens z among which ſome have been fo unhappy, as to produce | 
nothing but a more irreconcileable enmity between themſelves, A 
- To avoid the undecencies into which the diſpute hath lately tran(- 
ported ( eſpecially ) Two great Doctors, 1 chooſe to follow a greater bi 
than them Both; who ſhunning the Elen#ical way,) hath caſt his ſenti- © 
ments into 28 Propoſitions ; and I preſume to build on upon his foun- | 


dation. For it is caſier to ſtop the mouth of an Adverſary, than to 
fatisfie at Inquiſitive mind, deſirous to ſee the Truth, not only De- 
fended, but pray Stabliſhed, 
I ſhall not recite all the 28 Propyſitions, ſuppoſing ic ſufficient to re- 
duce them to this ſummary, viz, - | 
- The name of God is uſed in Scripture, in more ſunces than one. 
Self exiſtenct « the firf} and bigbeſt of all Perfeftions : and_in the 
big beſt ſence belongs to the Father alone. Y 
The other two Perſons derive their beings from the firſt, and therefore are 
not beings Abſolutely Perfeft in reference to their manner of Exiſtence. 4 
rin Yb ſelf exiftent may derive all orber Per feftions,” but That of ſeif- 
exiftence upon other beings; each whereof mutt bave a right tothe name of God 
in a {ince next to That which 8 | ern to ihe Father, 
If ſuch Being: proceed from the original ſelf-exiFtent by way of Natural and 
Neceſ/ary Emanation, they are Equal in all other Perfelftions:; and it _ 
.._ is ſo far from a Contradittion to ſay, they are Equally Eternals that it is 4." 
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Three Properties, they celebrated under the arg 
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Inteleual ; appropriating the Former to Children, and the Later co 
Adult and Exalted wnderſtandi And another age ( accounting ie 
no leſs honourable for the Goſpez, to exceed the diſcoveries of Reaſon 
-Ceven in Natural Theology ) than for Themfelverto ſfurmount the capaci- 
ties of the Vslger) (o diſguiſed the Do&rine of the Trinity, that as oc: 
cafions varied, they ſometimes Profeſſed, and fometimcs Degied it, 
tobe the fame with That of Plato, | 
4. The Conſequents were Lamentable, Religion was degraded from a 
reformer of Manners to a refiner of Vis, andfilled the Chritian world 
with Debauches and Diſputes. | 
"5. The Ficſt moſt Craeland moſt Durable contention was That with 
'Arins, which was notended whenthe Carholicks fell into a controverſie 
- between'the Greeks and Latines, concerning the title of the Three. The 
Greeks wou'd'call them Swb/itences : This the Latines thoughttoo much, 
and wonld nor allow them to be more-than PERSONS, And Greg. 
Naz. celebrateth ir, as one of Athansſius's beſt performances, that he 
indulged to both parties the uſe of their own ex ns. 
©-6. The Greeks therefore kept poflefiion of their Platonick word, 
Snb/i#ences, which being not Claſſical, needed to be explained. The 
mot Authentick naraphraſe was That of 'Fuſftinian and bis Council, 
+ "Thudf a xere Th, ihibriſles, iy Viroxdors, ire whbowre. So the Geeeks 
© never acknowledged the Trinity to be more than Three Properties in 


> . 7, On the other ſide, what the Latines meant by their word 


PERSON, St. Ang. hath given us a full account, not of his Ows privace 
* "thoughts, but of the general ſence of the Chriftian /Vorid. The word 
PERSON he faith was'taken' up for want of a berter, that might im-' 
' "port Tria quadam, Three Somewhats, of which he could not give a 
- "clear Idea. And at the footof the account we have this memorable 
Summun total terns, Sapiens, Beatus, bec tris ſunt Trinitas, que ap- 
vis Dew. Thus far we meet no other Trinity, butof Properties in 


8, But when Religion fell under the empire of the £choolmen, the 
Poor word PERSON was fo racked, as to exceed Borh extreams, When 
*they will talk MyFeriowfly they fo djſcourſe, that if 1 can reconcile 
their Trinity of Perſous with the Unity of God, I muſt be obliged to them 
'for their 'nice inftruRions ; it I cannot, I muſt reverence their more 


\exalted apprehenſions: Yet when they ſpeak to'a Jearned reader, they 


Qebaſe the word fo low, that it ſhallnot'ſignifie' fo much as a Porperty, 
| *The truth hereof is (perhaps) all that we can learn in the writings of 


- the two angry Doors, who with equal confidence vouch the fame 
| ; (thor) _ | 5 the one for three Spirits, the other for three 
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Irregular interpretation of This Defiziticn, the, Later half is utrerly 
idle. Forif every ſingle Subſtance already ditter from all others by its 
mere Exiſtence ; what means the addition of thoſe needleſs words ? Ic 
is intolerable in Definitions, to have the one half impertinent : but fo ic 
muſt be, if an Inrellectual Subſtance and 'a Perſon be terms «£quipulent 
and Convertible, as ſome contend.” _ . 

10. Common pratice ſupplies this defe&. For it tells us that one Per- 
[on differeth from all others, not by his ſingle Exi#ence, but by ſome 
proper marks, peculiar to himſelf ; And fince one man may wear many 
ſuch CharaFers, he. may thereby ſuſtein as many Perſons. Thus the 

reat oracle of language faith of himſelf. 7wbo am but One man, 
Toftin Three Perſons, mine own, that of an Accuſer, and that of a Fudge ; 
and a very late writer of Animadvirſions on's Poſt[cript, &&G. makes his 
entry with ſuch a frump, as intends to Ridicule, bur 
Verifies the Do&rine, The Dofor ( faith he) cr Dean, or Defender (no 
matter which 1 name, for They Three are One) Are they ſo? then what can 
be anſwered to theſe queſtions ? Is not the Dattor a Perſon? Is not the 
Dean, aPerſon? Is not the Defender a Perſon ? Tf the ſame Man 
may be Three Perſons, Why may not the fame God ? 

11. Theangry DoRtor, that fo frequently complaineth of the Chur 
of Enzland, for not engaging in his quarrel ; and in every page plead- 
eth the Church, the. Charch, confeileth that, his Hypotheſis appeared firlt 
in the eighth or ninth Century : What a miſery is it that 'we have 
loft ſo many of that Churches Doltrines ! The Myſtery of Tranſubtamti- 
ation ! the worſhip of Images! the fires of Purgatory &c. * RanEe 

12. God be bleſſed; Our Church is reformed both from the Corrupe 
Dottrines, and Cruel Spirit of the eighth and nineth-Cenrwry, In our 
preſent queſtion, either ſhe ſits ſens, or inſinuates the ſame ſence which 
we have heard from St in. For in his FirfF Artie, wherein ſhe 
ſtabliſheth the Unity of God and Trinity © I, ſhe namettrthe Three 
comprehenſive Actributes, Goodneſs, VViſdom, and Pow:r, 

" How this b 7” bb hngrtiiod, Liggedy is the Church of Frenc 
which in the Sixth Art. of her Con de fon, faith, This Holz 
Scripture teacheth us, that in this One and Simple Drvine Eiſence which 


we have confeſſed, there are Three Perſons; the Father, the Sons 
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Speaking and ARting in the manner of Complest, Intelligent Subſtances, 


oncerning the Second Perſon. this is plain Fact in the Firli, eighth, and 
ninerch Chapters,of the Proverbs of Solomon : the Third is no otherwiſe 
a Peron, than the Second ; Sothe Conſequence is indifferent to Both, 

The ſum therefore'is This, that as the former Claſlis of Propoſitions 
prove by plain Reaſon, that every Divine Property is God, fo doth 
matter of Fa# prove, that no Autherity, Humane or Divine, obligeth 
us to believe more than this, that the Divine Trinity of Perſons is only 
a Trinity of Properties» 

I eavy ngt thole Eagdes, that can ſoar higher, and ſee more: my ſim- 
ple Ambition prerendeth to no-more than isneceſlary to reconcile the 
Word of Ged in Scripture, with the Dif ates of Reaſon ; and the peace of 
my Conſcience, with Conformity to the Church 5 which having obtain'd 
by the help of what | have ſaid, I deſire to communicate as far I can 
to thoſe that want.itz "To. the Secinians eſpecially, of whom I have 
ſo good an Opinion (Errors excepted) that I ſhould look upon it as a 
great Bleſling, if I might help towards their Peace with our Church. 


B U T there is another, and greater Obſtacle; and I muſt either 


leave my work half undone, or fo repreſent the other DoGrine of 
the Incarnation, that Rational 2nd Conſcientious Men may apprehend 


i lawful' to communicate wich us, as well in our Liturgy, as our 


- Creed. - I therefare think neceſſary to add ſome Propoſitions concern- 


ing that Article alſo. + 

x: Who-ever. believeth J. C. to: be his Saviow, muſt needs think 
himſelf obliged to-pay/him all the honour that he can think conſiſtent 
with Scripture and Reaſon. . + 

2. The Scripture declareth }J. ©. to be as much God, as is poſlible 
for a Man to be. This appears from many Texts, particularly from 
the Words of St, Paul, who ſaith, that in him dwelleth all fulneſs of the 
Godbead bodily'; and from thole of our Saviour himſelt, who faith, 
God gave not the ſpirit by weaſure unto him; which import no leſs, than 
that God gave him as much, Divinicy;as poſſibly he could, 

3- To determine how much God Cas do, is more derogatory to 
his 4onour, than to ſay he Hath done more than he really hath done : 
For the later is only an innocent Error in matter of Fat ; but the other, 
ia ſawcy confinement of Gag's Qrmnipotence. | 
| is not impoſkible, -or fo.much 2s Mk t0 apprehend, thatthe 
wnph unite jt ſelf ro a Man 

Ornmpotency : and ſothe ai 


without Self- Exiſtence | y& may be im- 
carnate without the joint Incarnation of the Father and rhe H, G. 
-- $. If we belieye.not Chriſt to be God Ecernsl: yer if we be'ive him 


LS 47, 
the Womb of the Bled Firgin (as ſome) or from*his exaltation to ht 
Rigbr Hand of God (as others.) This will juſtifie our Adoration of him: 
and fince Pre#ice is the only end of Specu/ation, we need not doubt, 
but our Gracious Redeemer will allow for our innocent failings in che 
Later, when we pay him his due in the Former. 

6. Though we adore him under the Chara&er of the Son of David, 
ke we thereby intend the Perſon that is the So» of God, and our wor: 

ip is properly direfted to his Divinity, fince That only can Hear 
and Grant Prayer. 

7. If theſe Propoſitions be true, then is there no danger *1 commu-- 
nicating with our Chwrch, both in Creed and Liturgy ; bur in depart 

from her, there is double danger of -rwo great Sins, wiz. 6. Schiſm 

and Sacriledge, 


Hat I have thus ſaid, 1 bogs "i may convince the Socinians, chat 

they may more lake Communicate with our Church, than 

trouble her Peace: and 1 not ſpeak of the other comprehenfive 
fide of the word to ſhow how Two Wis may make BeſPoſsl] Both 
'becauſe That Notion hath no plate ih the rs ne by of our C TID 
betavſe it is exemplified the Oy 7 bd Dori ws in 


Lzrcer directed tothe © 
though the Author Cahmor 
nor doth one of | the U 


diſlike, but by a deererum go burn | "He herefh 
them, ttor ConjuntFim, but Divi Ny Unſ. doh k- 
y Foy One anfwer the Regweſ? ( il call tor Eballexge)charis inathe | 


 ThisI ſpeak becauſe I have lately pact 10 that ſome men call it 
ſpitting'it in their faces, if a man write ine (dong 

And Dr S--th emplojeth bs talent of ſeolda wins op 011 E 
'gravares the crime,as therefore intolerable, becauſe Tnever had jon 


with him ; wherein be hath done himſelf the pit 10 +: Bate 90's. as 
: ainft Dr Sherlock, nor aut of love ro Truth, but Malice to him. 


He u (indeed) ſo civil to my Hypotheſis, har rue ir toe bir daging3 
and 7 ſhall this way alſo at :for 7 Rey 0p rang bs. ; 
bat againſt by Hypothets.| rhis fe, A DoB ] 


aCnon FCC. aReftor ole one more Bs ey it Waits 
Landed man, are every one # ger All met im one Many : | 
ſuppoſe now it were poſſible for me to make All GE Pefonti rage 2 
him, as ſo many Modes, or Internal Relagions 3 would not ths mor 

provoke ba rage, tae | "Ip fr Opinion ? dap 
conſequence os Ha ſis: For the: far? eernal Relation 
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* The Socinians cannot + abjef to me the ſame Son provocation : I bat cow- 
ied with ſome. of the chief of them” (and that, wery amicably ) whom] bes 
lieve to be excellent perſons, and by what T ſee in them. 1 judge of the Geners- 
| lity of the Party : This I take to be ſo far from  Reftromt uym me, that it 
| 65 one of the reaſons which induce me to endeavourto make them like my {elf ; 
; #nd in order thereto, if they be ſincere ( a5 I bope ) I prey them to ops 7 their | 
F: 0 [edt jons upon their own Trinity of Humane Perſons : I ſhall bere give them + 
3 t$ pecimen of it, in an{[wer to that Paragra ops in the now mentioned 
| | tac which ts the fir after the Introduttion, and containeth the Subſtance 

| | of the whole, that # afterward objetted againſi our Hypotheſis. 
| | In that Entry upon the diſpute, ( after ſome lines.ca[t away upon proving the 
| Abſ.rdity of contending about the m of the word PERSON by its place 
:n the Creed, which proverb irs Necellity ) the Author proceedeth to {; 4 iy 
cren 
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| | Thole that pay the higheſt adoration to a P=rion have' no di | | 
| q Ideasgf God-and a Divine Perfon. To Fl our Tally anſwereth; that theſe 
 wvbo honor Dr Sherlock woſt, beve an Idea of Will, Sherlock, different froms | 
47 the [deas of Dr, Deanzand Defender. 1nd fo # fuller and more formal an- : 
f | eo br {he hues une Adzquate, and o ir will comprehend the | 
lg Inadzquate, nd, ſoit may be reſtrained to any One of bis | 
< fant WEED uate Idea of God comprebendeth All Divine Per- | 
adzquate pur rho Ne My be 60 c0N- 
ne another Id war Gol, pr the 
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